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MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT AND INFRASTRUCTURE
STATE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT
AIR ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION DIVISION
PRELIMINARY REPORT

OPERATOR:





Muhwai Ltd
AIRCRAFT TYPE/ MANUFACTURER: 

Bell 407/ Bell Helicopters
YEAR OF MANUFACTURE:


2010
AIRCRAFT REGISTRATION:


5Y-PKI
AIRCRAFT SERIAL NUMBER:


54017
DATE OF REGISTRATION:



05 November 2012
NUMBER AND TYPE OF ENGINE: 

One Allison 250-C47B
DATE OF OCCURRENCE:



14 April 2018
TIME OF OCCURRENCE:



1450
LOCATION OF OCCURRENCE: 
Kakamega Airport, 00°16′12″N 34°47′00″E
TYPE OF FLIGHT: 




Positioning
NUMBER OF PERSONS ON BOARD: 

One
INJURIES: 
None
NATURE OF DAMAGE: 
Minor 
CATEGORY OF OCCURRENCE:
Incident
PIC FLYING EXPERIENCE: 


Total Time: 3,505.7 hrs (On Type: 1,144 hrs)
Times given in this report are Coordinated Universal Time (UTC)

East African Local Time is UTC plus 3 hours.
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REMARKS

At approximately 1600 on 14 April 2018, the Aircraft Accident Investigation Department (AAID) was notified of an occurrence at Kakamega Airport.
The PIC had departed from Wilson airport earlier in the day with two persons on board and 3 hours endurance, destined for Ruiru, a flight of approximately 20 minutes. From Ruiru, it departed at 0805 with six persons on board for Homabay, arriving at 0923. At 1232 the aircraft departed from Homabay for Kakamega Township Primary School with the six persons on board, arriving at 1305. The next intended destination from the primary school was to be Eldoret Airport for a night stop. 

The pilot states that he advised his passengers that they would need to leave by 1430 to make it to Eldoret. However by 1430, the pilot stated that it was drizzling and visibility was reducing. He then called Eldoret airport air traffic control tower who informed him that it was raining heavily in Eldoret. The pilot then elected not to fly to  Eldoret and informed his passengers of the same. He then elected to position the aircraft at the nearby Kakamega airport for overnight parking before last light. The passengers retrieved their baggage then he took off at 1445 and landed uneventfully at 1448 north of the apron. However a Kenya Airports Authority (KAA) staff on duty advised him to reposition the aircraft to near Administration Police accommodation area within the airport, which the KAA staff adjudged to be more secure at night than his landing position.

The pilot lifted off and hover taxied the aircraft to the indicated location while avoiding a Kenya Air Force DHC-8 aircraft that was preparing to taxi out for takeoff.

While maneuvering the aircraft to park properly without obstructing taxiways, the tail rotor impacted a wire mesh on the perimeter fence. The pilot states that his visibility was reduced due to the light drizzle. 

Upon impact, the pilot states that he landed and shut down the engine. Upon inspection he discovered that that both the tail rotor blade and the vertical stabilizer had suffered minor damage. He then contacted Kenya Civil Aviation Authority who advised that he report the occurrence to AAID. 
Recommendation

KCAA to ensure applicable maintenance actions following a tail rotor strike are fully complied with by the relevant Approved Maintenance Organisation (KWS Airwing) in relation to this occurrence. 

Conclusion

AAID shall not be investigating the incident further.
Kithinji N.M.
Investigator-In-Charge
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Part of the perimeter fence can be seen in the background
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